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the Reich (March 12, 1938). From that to the equally
forcible incorporation of Czecho-Slovak territories, the
dismemberment of Czechoslovakia's territory, and the
reduction of the remainder to utter dependence on the
Third Reich, was only a short if risky step. If Austria
after centuries of historic distinction from Prussia and
Germany could justifiably be made part of the new Pan-
German Reich, why not Czechoslovakia? Czecho-
slovakia was wholly created out of Austria-Hungary; and
once the Empire which in pre-War days had dominated
the Danubian Basin had been dissected by the Allies,
why should not Germany incorporate, either utterly or
by forcible federation (as in the case of the new Czecho-
slovakia), Hungary and Jugoslavia and Rumania in her
new Danubian confederacy?
Naturally this process, undertaken by a Third Reich
infinitely more potent for war and infinitely less tram-
melled by principles than the Kaiser's Second Reich,
would make utter and futile nonsense of the war to end
wars, the Great War of 1914-18 to make the world safe
for democracy, the war for the self-determination of
small nations. But war is, perhaps, always nonsense,
though not always futile. And perhaps the Third Reich,
embracing all Europe's Germans, washed by Rhine and
Danube from North Sea to Black Sea, dominating in
vanished Austria's place the Danubian Basin and all its
materials and men, may, in gaining by mere threat of
war what the Great War was fought to prevent, give
Europe peace in our time.
Is it peace in our time? And if not, how is the beam
of the European balance likely to tilt?